INTRODUCTION
Helminthiasis, or worm infestation is one of the most prevalent diseases in the world. The parasities which infest the intestine are hookworms, round worms, whip worms, thread worms, pin worms and tape worms. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The herb Artemisia pallens was procured from Mysore and identified by the Botany department of the University. The whole herb was hydrodistilled in a Clevenger's apparatus, when a yellow coloured essential oil was obtained in an yield of 0.337% (v/w). The earth worms were collected from the moist soil. The helminthes were collected from the local slaughter house from the intestine of pigs and washed with normal saline, to remove all the faecal matter. The size of tape worms was 10 -20 cm and that of round worms 7 to 25 cm in length.
The emulsions of the essential oil of the whole herb of A. pallens were prepared in 1% Tween -80 solvent, to give 0.5%, 1.0% and 2.0% concentrations.
Solutions of similar concentrations of the reference drug pipertazine phosphate were also prepared in distilled water. 
Activity against Earth Worms
Two ml of each concentration of essential oil emulsion and standard drug piperazine phosphate were diluted to 10 ml separately with normal saline (9gm of NaCl in distilled water and diluted in 1,000 ml) and poured into Petri-dishes. Six earth worms (10 cm) were placed in each Petri-dish. The anthelmintic activity was determined by the method followed by Gaind and Budhiraja 2 . The living or viable worms were kept under close observation and the time taken for complete paralysis and death was recorded. The motionless worms were transferred to warm water at 40 0 C to confirm that they were dead. The results are recorded in Table 1 .
Activity against Type worms and Round worms
The same procedure was adopted against tape worm and round worms. The results are recorded in Table 1 .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A perusal of Table 1 reveals that the essential oil of Artemisia pallens exhibited excellent anthelmintic activity against the earth worms, round worms and tape worms at all the three concentrations. The activity of the essential oil has been found to be better than that of piperazine phosphate against these worms. The time required for paralysis and death of round worms and tape worms in the case of essential oil was two to three times less than the standard piperazine phosphate, under same concentrations. Against the earth worms the activity of the essential oil is 85% more than that of piperazine phosphate at the concentration of 0.1%. The control Tween 80 and normal saline did not show any activity against the worms. The observed definite anthelmintic activity of the essential oil against these worms not only confirms the reported use of A. pallens as an anthelmintic in the Indian system of medicine but also enhances the credibility of ethnobotanical explorations.
